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Wasserverbandstag 
Approx. 950 Associations with various Terms of 

Reference 
 
• Coastal protection (600 km of dikes along the North Sea) and flood 

protection for inland rivers 
• Waters maintenance for regional rivers (28.000 km) and local rivers 

(130.000 km) 
• Drinking water (80 % market share in the rural areas) 
• Wastewater treatment and disposal 
• Further tasks according to § 2 legal regulation for water Boards 
 

Members of the Associations 
 
• Municipalities 
• Landowners 
• Self-governing bodies governed by public law 
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  Dike Protected Area in Lower-Saxony 



Water Boards in Lower Saxony 
 

• Public Entities, involving stakeholders cooperatively 

• Self-governing under various administrative supervision 

• In Common Public Interest and non-profit 

• Membership area-wide: municipalities and/or landowners 

• Insolvency free obligation 

• Allocation of tasks mainly in rural areas 
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL 6 

Ensure availability and sustainable 

management of water and sanitation for all 
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Managing basics 

• Data collection and development of suitable models 

describing the local and regional water cycle 

(decision support and ) 

 

• Implementation of state of the art (Industrial Standard 

DIN, EU directives, federal and regional law, regional 

planning programs) 
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EU Framework with 

subsidiarity consequences 

• The EU Water Framework Directive considers as its 

number one:  

“Water is not a commercial product like any other but a 

heritage which must be protected, defended and treated as 

such.”  

 

• This includes in our area water quantity aspects as well: 

Freshwater and drinking water supply is based on 

groundwater abstraction and thus  

groundwater is part of the common goods.  
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85 % of the drinking water in Lower Saxony is 

extracted from groundwater! 
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Basics and  

framework conditions 
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Water - it's not like you need to live: you are life itself. 

 

You are the most delicious possession of the earth. 

 

 

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry 
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